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Guidance on ECDIS for ships calling at Australian ports

This notice aims to clarify some of the emerging 
issues relating to the carriage requirements for 
Electronic Chart Display and Information System 

inspectors, are attached. 

in from 1 July 2012, ship operators and navigating 

take this guidance into account.

(Form E) 

equipment are recorded in Section 3 of Form 
E (Record of equipment - Cargo Ship Safety 

in using either paper charts or ECDIS as the means 

requirements.

2. Determining the means of navigation

or intended voyage and, of plotting and monitoring 

Marine Notice 7/2012

3. Compliant ECDIS 

ECDIS installation must conform to the relevant 

standards,

iii) use official Electronic Navigational Charts use ofuse of
(ENC), and

arrangement.

3.1 Type approval of ECDIS
Type approval is the certif ication process that 

Standards for ECDIS.  The process is conducted 

3.2 Maintenance of ECDIS software

An ECDIS that is not updated to the latest version 

Force.htm.



3.2.1 ECDIS Data Presentation and Performance 
Check dataset

mariners to check some important aspects of the 
operation of their ECDIS.  This dataset contains 

can load into their ECDIS units to determine if 

are operating optimally.  If the check highlights 

suggested courses of action.  The check dataset 

.

Charts

Ships using ECDIS for navigation must carry 

3.4 Back-up Arrangements for ECDIS

specifies the requirements for adequate, 

i) an independent, fully compliant second ECDIS 

or

ii) adequate and up to date paper charts (including 
relevant large scale charts) necessary for the 
intended voyage. 

4. Mode of ECDIS operation

navigated.  In recent years, ENC coverage has 

coastal shipping routes and for all major ports.  

5. Charts to be used in areas not adequately 
covered by ENCs



a passage in more remote areas, mariners should 

of the need to refer to larger scale charts for 
some areas, and

using ECDIS in RCDS mode, mariners should 

if necessary, acquire appropriate paper charts.

When referring to RNC or appropriate paper charts, 

6. SOLAS chart carriage requirement

international voyages, have three options to meet 

i) adequate and up to date paper charts 

the intended voyage.

7. ECDIS training requirements

as a minimum, complete generic ECDIS training 

to the relevant STCW requirements.

from paper chart to Electronic Chart Display 
and Information Systems (ECDIS) navigation) 

in place to facilitate such training.  If the generic 
training includes training on the type of ECDIS 

documentation must indicate this clearly. 

procedures to ensure that personnel are given 

equipment.  ECDIS familiar isation training in 

8. Port State control inspections

With a phased carriage requirement for ECDIS 

standards



mariners

(as detailed on Form E), ensuring safe 
navigation for the remainder of the voyage in 
the event of an ECDIS failure

using ECDIS 

sensors (e.g. heading, speed, rate of turn etc.) 
and its presentation on the ECDIS display

checking of a voyage plan)

implementation and operational issues and the 

action determined) may vary, depending on the 
circumstances of each case. 

Further enquiries regarding this marine notice can 

Ship Inspections and Registration 
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